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250 people were sent away from the colony to Saigon, in
French Indo-Chma, from where most of them proceeded to
France.
The whole credit for having made—and saved—the
revolution must go to the New Caledonian *man-in-the-
street/ or sman-in-the-bush' would be a fitter term. If
matters had been left in the hands of the people's official
representatives, it is doubtful if the Vichy elements would
have been ousted. The Conseil General was content to let
matters slide, and only moved when the public made such a
noise that something had to be done. If the people hadn't
the imagination and energy to behave in the traditional
French fashion, and take the law into their own hands., the
movement would have weakly fizzled out, with the passing
of a few nebulous motions by the official bodies.
It is still too early to prophesy the ultimate effect of the
September revolt on the life of New Caledonia. There is a
strong opinion in some quarters that the revolt didn't go
far enough—or at least it never consolidated the gains it
made. The colony hasn't achieved its basic demand for local
autonomy or independence. Control of the colony has been
passed from Petain at Vichy, to de Gaulle at London, but,
for the most part, the people are content to let matters
remain at that—at least until the war is over.
Some cynics point out that a country that doesn't exact
the utmost concessions when it has strong bargaining power, ,
has little chance of getting any at all when its bargaining
power is reduced, and that New Caledonia after war is over
will be as far as ever from attaining autonomy. One must
remember, however, that the New Caledonians have never
been used to wielding political power, and they must be
excused if they failed to make the most of their opportunity.,
Personally, I feel sure there are enough hard-headed citizens
in the colony to ensure that New Caledonia will never again
occupy the obscure position in the French Empire that she
occupied before September, 1940.

